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F0R IMMEDIATE RELEASE (March 3, 1987)

CHARLESTON, IL.--Eastern Illinois University's wrestling Panthers are
putting their disappointing 5-8 dual record behind them as they compete in
the NCAA Western Regional Saturday and Sunday (March 7-8) at Cedar Falls,
IA.
The Panthers completed the regular season with a 33-3 win over
Southwest Missouri last Friday but Coach Ralph McCausland says it's a
whole new season when the regional tournament starts.
"Our team record is meaningless in regionals.
happened earlier in the season is out the window .

Everything that
.

. every wrestler has

a chance to qualify for nationals."
Still the two main hopefuls are senior heavyweight DEMETRIUS HARPER
(CHICAGO HEIGHTS-RICH CENTRAL/LINCOLN JC) and sophomore 118 lber. CRAIG
STERR (JOLIET-WEST) .
The top two in each weight class advance plus one wild card advance to
the NCAA National Championship which will be held March 19-21 at College
Park, MD.
HARPER is 28-3 and expecting to be seeded near the top.

"The

heavyweight class is going to be one of the tougher weight classes at the
tournament," says Harper.

"But I've already faced three of the

guy~

earlier this year so I should know what to expect."
STERR, who ended at 24-7, also figures to be seeded high.

"He has

beaten everyone in his weight class that will be at this meet so he should
get a very good seeding," says McCausland.
Another with a good chance to advance to nationals is MARTY MOLINA
(WHEATON-CENTRAL) who had a 24-10 record wrestling at 177 lbs. all season
but will move down to 167 for this meet.

"Marty is so close to 167 that we thought we'd move him down to
i~prove

his chances," McCausland explained.

The remainder of EIU's lineup is PAT FLYNN (ROUND LAKE) at

1~6,

DEAN SOUDER (FOREST PARK-RICH EAST) at 134, TERRY BOES (KOKOMO, IN at
142, CHRIS SIMCOX (JOLIET-CATHOLIC) at 150, CHRIS BONDS
(WAUKEGAN-EAST) at 158 and either HENRY TEVERBAUGH (STEGER-BLOOM
TRAIL/LINCOLN CC) or DAN SALATA (WAUKEGAN-EAST) at 167.
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